Raymond Coalition for Youth

Member meeting – notes

January 14, 2010

The following were in attendance: Stephen Sloan/Board chair, Mary Taber/parent, Tammy Reardon/Raymond Recreation, Susan Frotton/Raymond Resource Officer, Susan Swanwick/Child and Family Services, Christine Desormier/Seacoast Mental Health, Michelle Weaver/Raymond Recreation, Ken Bosse/New Life Church, Kevin McBride/Raymond Baptist Church, David Salois/Raymond Chief of Police/Terri Holland/CFS@RHS, Bob Comenole/Consultant for coalition, Aprel Goddard/UNH, Cyndi Desrosiers/ASAP, Pat Asrenault/Director Afterschool program

Open: Stephen Sloan opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and thanking them for attending. Rather than our usual, round the table introduction/share time, Stephen asked that we all introduce ourselves and give the top reasons we became and stay involved with the coalition. (Celeste Clark was unable to attend as she was away at training.) A few of the highlights: Coalition brings opportunity to get connected to the ‘bigger picture’ efforts for the youth; Opportunity to work with youth; Chance to give back to the youth: Opportunity to make a difference in the life of the youth, letting them know community cares; Opportunity to break down the barriers between the youth and adults/authority; Opportunity to help build brings between different agencies and partner to build programs

Guest Speaker:  Due to a schedule conflict, our planned speaker Rick Alleva of UNH/Cooperative Extension was unable to attend. Celeste will work with Rick to reschedule.

Meeting Focus: DFC Grant application

Stephen introduced Bob Comenole, the consultant the board has secured to write this year’s DFC grant application. Bob gave a brief overview of his experience in the prevention field and with grant writing. 

Most of the meeting was dedicated to discussing what the group felt was most important to address for the coalition’s goals through this DFC funding opportunity. Bob C was very helpful in getting us to think outside ‘the box’ and gave several examples of unique ways we could engage more members and reach more people with different approaches, such as asking a company or business if they would pay their staff to contribute one hour of community service for the coalition per month - for a staff of 10 that would instantly equal 100 hours of time available to the coalition to help with programs/events. Some discussion took place around the idea of incorporating boarding towns/communities into the mix, most felt this would be a good idea, although details of who, and how were not discussed. 

Overall collective goals for the grant: Programs that focus on building family strength, and programs/events that promote building/strengthening the community partnerships that work with and support our youth and their families.

Directly after the member meeting the first DFC committee meeting was held…and off we go!

Upcoming Dates to Remember:

January 20th, Project Safeguard @ Seacoast School of Technology

February 11th, Next Member Meeting @ Lamprey Health Care

February 12th, Family Fun Night @ Middle School

Meeting Dates to Remember:

Communications committee – January 25th, 1:00/Middle School

Youth Programs committee – January 28th 1:30/Middle School

The Raymond Coalition for Youth empowers the community to promote positive youth development and strengthen community assets by coordinating services and opportunities through prevention initiatives, including suicide, alcohol, tobacco and other drugs

Bringing Positive Choices full Circle!


