Raymond Coalition for Youth -Membership meeting – April 8, 2010

Present: Celeste Clark, RCFY, Parent; Carrie Chooljian, Lamprey Health Care, Health Service providers; Stephen Sloan, Parent; David Salois, Raymond Police Dept, Law Enforcement; Mary Duff, Middle School representative, Schools ;  Terri Holland, Student Assistant Person at Raymond High School, Other organization involved in reducing substance abuse; Tammy Reardon, Raymond Recreation, Youth serving organizations; David Salois and Sue Frotton, RPD/SRO- Law Enforcement;

 Paul LeCain, Walmart; Kelly Lehman, Raymond School Board; Michelle Weaver, Raymond Rec; Nick Centiempo, Raymond High School;  Patrick Arsenault, RCFY After School Director;  Christine Desormier, Seacoast Mental Health, Jon Hall, Raymond School District;  Dick Trask, Raymond Rotary;   
Introductions and updates we done around the table

Youth Risk Behavior Presentation for Raymond High School was given.  This provoked good conversation on how impressive our numbers are and how much improvement we have seen over the years.  It is nice to know the work we are doing is having an impact.  That being said this is no time to sit back.  Our numbers are still worse than the state averages and work needs to continue.  The full YRBS report is available on our website at www.rcfy.org 

Drug Free Communities Committee update- Our grant was submitted on time and we are confident that we submitted a very good proposal.  Thank you to everyone who was part of the process and helps to keep RCFY moving forward.  

Life of an Athlete update - This was a regional training with National speaker Keith Kenyon of the American Athletic Institute.  The idea was to look at athletic and extra curricular activities policy in our school districts.  The policy is to not only protect our students and encourage them to be Alcohol and drug free but to give them a tool/reason to avoid it.  It also has a built in support to help those students who may experiment to get them help and services to prevent subsequent offenses.  There is an administrative team at RHS that is working on developing this policy or one very similar very shortly. 

All stars program – Pat Arsenault, our after school director attended a training to implement this into our after school curriculum at the middle school level.  A brief overview was given.  This is a prevention-based program to address risky behaviors.  It does not teach about them but more focuses on recognizing future goals and identifying what bad decisions could change those goals or impede them from happening.

Town Hall Meeting – Alcohol- Whose problem is it? RHS media center @ 6:30 PM, April 13th  We are going to use National alcohol awareness month in April to sponsor a town hall meeting in Raymond to talk about the issue of teens who drink, why and how they are obtaining the alcohol and what measures we can take to help them.  SAMSHA is sponsoring this event nationally.   We will be showing a brief video to provoke conversation along with some local data that focuses on this issue in Raymond.  We will have a panel of local experts to answer questions.

Operation Raymond Cleanup – we continue to struggle with this one.  We wanted to try and do a town wide event with Rotary but thye are not sponsoring one either.  We will look into having one with Earth day group or Pat will have one with the After school program. 

Cyberbullying, Texting and Sexting series will continue- April 20th – Cell phone savvy @ the Raymond Baptist Church in Raymond, May 6th Whose responsible for Cyberbullying?  @ the Marrion Gerrish Center in Derry and May 11th – Understanding Social Media at the Seacoast School of Technology in Exeter.  All evenings are free and open to everyone. 

They are here!  RCFY Discount Cards Fundraiser to support RCFY $10 a piece. Please support RCFY and save money for yourself and your family at the same time.  Contact our office to purchase a card.

Please join us next month on May 13, 2010, 9 – 10:30 am, Lamprey Health Care
