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Red Ribbon WeekRed Ribbon Week  

Red Ribbon WeekRed Ribbon Week   
is the oldest and largest drug  
prevention program in the nation.  
By wearing red and participating in 
community anti-drug events,  
people pledge to live a drug-free 
life and pay tribute to DEA Special 
Agent Enrique “Kiki” Camarena. 
 
Special Agent Camarena was an 
11-year veteran of the DEA.  He 
was assigned to the Guadalajara, 
Mexico office where he worked to 
stop some of the country’s biggest 
marijuana and cocaine traffickers.   
 
On February 7, 1985, Kiki was  
kidnapped and murdered by  
Mexican drug traffickers.  His 
tragic death opened the eyes of 
many Americans to the dangers of 

drugs and the scope of the  
international drug trade.  Shortly  
after Agent Camarena’s death, 
Congressman Duncan Hunter and 
Kiki’s high school friend, Henry 
Lozano, launched “Camarena 
Clubs” in Kiki’s hometown of  
Calexico, California.  Hundreds of 
club members pledged to lead  
drug-free lives to honor the sacrifice 
made by Kiki Camarena.  
 
These pledges were delivered to  
First Lady Nancy Reagan at a  
national conference of parents  
combating youth drug use.  Several 
state parent organizations then 
called on community groups to wear 
red ribbons during the last week of  
October as a symbol of their  
drug-free commitment. 

Red Ribbon Week Red Ribbon Week is a time when people 
across the State of NH and the Country 
promise to stay drug-free and affirm 
their commitment to drug prevention 
and education by wearing red ribbons, 
red t-shirts, or anything red. 
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NH Department of Health & Human Services   —   Bureau of Drug & Alcohol Services 
105 Pleasant Street, Concord, NH  033031   —   603-271-6110 or toll free 1-800-804-0909 (in NH only) 

Check out the Action Guide for NH Red Ribbon Week Activities at:   
 
 

 
 
 
 

National Family Partnership 
www.nfp.org 

 
Red Ribbon Week Fact Sheet 

http://www.justice.gov/dea/ongoing/redribbon_factsheet.html 
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