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	Teen drinking forum held in Raymond 

By KATHLEEN D. BAILEY - Special to the Sunday News 

RAYMOND — Parent Tammy Reardon tries to talk with her four children about choices every day. “We usually do it in the car, so they can’t escape,” she said with a smile.

Reardon spoke from the audience at the Raymond Coalition for Youth’s second “Town Hall Meeting” on youths and alcohol. The forum was part of 1,700 town hall meetings held nationwide in April to address the issue of underage drinking. About 40 people, including a driver education class, turned out to learn the effects of alcohol on teens, and what they could do about it.

The “talking point” for the evening was a video produced in 2005 and dealing with the responsibility of parents. One family, the Andersons, gave an after-graduation party for their son, Gregg, and allowed party-goers to bring a keg of beer. They knew their son was “going to drink anyway,” the Andersons told the camera, and they felt a home party was a safer way to go. Bill Anderson, the father, was later arrested for providing beer to a minor, but the charges were dropped because he didn’t actually purchase the beer. The father was unrepentant, saying he would still have hosted the party.

In Kansas, Debbie Riggs went into action after her 17-year-old son, Paul, died in accident after consuming alcohol at a similar “home party.”

Riggs worked through her state government to establish Kansas’ “social host law,” where it became illegal to allow minors to drink on anyone’s property.

“When a parent condones alcohol for teens, they’re sending a message,” Riggs told the interviewer.

Terri Holland, a student assistance counselor at Raymond High School, moderated the discussion that followed the video. “Do we agree or disagree with the Andersons, and why not?” she asked.

RHS senior KarryAnne Belanger, one of the student panelists, was emphatic: “I strongly disagree.” Alicia Duff, also a senior, said students who want to drink should wait till the legal drinking age of 21, “because they’re more mature.” It’s not just emotional maturity, Holland said. “Up to 25, your brain is still developing, and any chemical you put in your body will affect it.” There’s also an education piece, Holland added. “Kids don’t always know what they’re getting into — and if you drink beer and take antidepressants, you may not wake up.” Two teenagers died of alcohol poisioning last year, Raymond Police Chief David Salois said: one just over the Maine border, and one just over the Massachusetts border. Some students in the audience argued for a lower drinking age, saying, “kids are going to do it anyway.” One girl said, “If we wait till we’re 21 we’ll go crazy.”Butteensandalcoholreally don’t mix, Raymond Police Chief David Salois pointed out. “A party with 50 kids NEVER goes smoothly,” he said. And even parents on the premises don’t guarantee a safe situaiton. His officers recently found a party for underaged drinkers hosted by a parent, with two 14year-old girls among a group of 20-year-old men. “How many of those 50 kids’ parents were aware of what was going on?” he asked.

David LeFrancois, a judge with Candia District Court and Rockingham County Family Court, admits that there’s “no perfect age” to begin drinking alcohol. But he’s sure of one thing: It won’t be the teen years, he told an audience Wednesday night in Raymond. “You have to draw a line in the sand,” he said, “and the younger someone starts, the more likely it is they’ll have an alcohol dependence or abuse problem when they’re older.” LeFrancois said of the cases he hears, 75 percent of the criminal cases and more than 75 percent of the Family Court cases “are related to drug or alcohol issues.”

The statistics hit closer to home in a PowerPoint presentation. In a recent survey, 39 percent of Raymond High School students reported having one or more drinks in 30 days, while 18 percent of Raymond’s eighth-graders, 8 percent of seventh-graders and six percent of sixth graders reported having at least one drink.

For some children, incarceration is an option, panel members agreed. But LeFrancois said, “The negative doesn’t work as well as the positive.” The “positive” includes daily communication between parent and child, Dr. Jeanne Richards, superintendent of SAU 33, said from the audience. “That is your safety net.” For more information on the Coalition and its programs, go to rcfy.org.




Terri Holland, student assistance counselor at Raymond High School, introduces members of a panel on teen drinking held Wednesday night by the Raymond Coalition for Youth as part of a national “Town Hall Meeting” effort. With her are RHS seniors Cassie Klatskin and Holly Montmarquet. 
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